
 

Reclaim Rent Control  
Policy Platform 
Rent control is DC’s largest affordable housing program, helping to protect tenants from excessive rent 
increases and displacement for nearly 50 years. But loopholes have weakened its protections and eroded 
the availability of affordable housing. With rent control set to expire in 2020, the Council has an 
opportunity both to extend rent control for another 10 years and to strengthen and expand it. Our platform—
endorsed by tenants’ groups, labor unions, legal advocates, religious organizations, and community organizations—
is designed to improve rent control and preserve affordable housing.  
 

EXPAND RENT CONTROL 
Current Law Our Platform Outcome 
Exempts buildings built after 1975 
from rent control  

Exempts new buildings from rent 
control for 15 years  

Extends rent control to 
17,000 units  

Exempts landlords with 4 or fewer 
units from rent control 

Exempts landlords with 3 or fewer 
units from rent control  

Extends rent control to 8,000 
units 

 

MAINTAIN AFFORDABILITY  
Current Law Our Platform Outcome 
Allows annual rent increases at 
rate of inflation plus 2%  

Allows annual rent increases at 
rate of inflation, without the 
extra 2% 

Keeps rent increases 
affordable over time and in 
line with the private market   

Allows 10% vacancy increases for 
units occupied by the same tenant 
for less than 10 years and 20% for 
all other units  

Allows landlords to take a vacancy 
increase of no more than the rate of 
inflation    

Keeps rent increases 
affordable over time, ends 
incentives for high turnover 
and rapid escalation in rents 

 

PROTECT TENANTS FROM EXTRAORDINARY RENT INCREASES 
Landlords use petitions and voluntary agreements to raise rents well above normal rent control limits. Our 
platform proposes reforming four types of petitions—capital improvement, substantial rehabilitation, increased 
services or facilities, and hardship petitions—to close loopholes, focus on landlords who genuinely need increases 
via petitions, and prevent unaffordable rent increases. Our platform also proposes to eliminate voluntary 
agreements, because they have become subject to abuse and a way to avoid basic rent control protections. 
 
 
 
 

Reform all Petitions to Better Balance the Needs of Landlords and Tenants 
ü Rent increases from petitions should generally be time-limited, not permanent. 
ü Landlords should maintain capital reserves and comply with the housing code before increasing rents via petitions. 

 

Reform Hardship Petitions 

CURRENT LAW: Landlords 
can immediately raise rents 
to reach a 12% return on 
equity. 

 

OUR PLATFORM: Landlords 
can gradually raise rents to 
reach a profit rate 
equivalent to inflation.     

Eliminate Voluntary Agreements (VAs)  
  

CURRENT LAW: With the 
agreement of 70% of 
tenants, VAs can increase 
rents in unlimited amounts.   

VAs often establish large rent 
increases for future tenants, 
incentivizing landlords to pay existing 
tenants to move out and resulting in 
unaffordable rents and high turnover. 

OUR PLATFORM: VAs have become a 
tool to significantly erode rent 
control and should be eliminated. 

For All Rental Housing: Only allow one rent increase per year with notice. 


